


HOW TO RESPOND

USE OUR TEMPLA
TE
COMPLETE THE CONSJI?TIA%SN

SHARE WITH YOUR ONLINE FRIEND
AND EDUCATE YOUR COMMUNITY
ON RSE




Alliance for Choice are
disheartened that there has
been a concerted disinformation
campaign about the new RSE

proposals for post primary
education.

Our current RSE is sub-standard,
we frequently take calls from
people with little to no
knowlegde on how their bodies,
contraception or consent work.

if we want to make sure that
people who have been the
victims of sexual abuse can
come forward, they need to
know what the differences
between healthy and dangerous
relationships are and where to
access the best help and
support.

le
49% of young peop
folt that theway RSE
was faught WoS
influenced by

ligion or the
ree’rt?os of their
school

* https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/documents/youth-forum/any-use-report

We have made this guide to help
you respond to the government
consultationfully an
appropriately. We really
encourage you to feedback any
firsthand experiences at the end
of the consultation.

When the abortion services
consultation was released we
were fold no public engagement
was necessary yet organised
religion responses defied this
and submitted responses which
were then misrepresented asa
maijority lack of support, despite
all previous evidence. We don't
want this o happen for RSE.
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S
PERSPECTIVES:

“We're being taught this stuff too late
and, at this point, | feel like..the

information that we have, either we
learnt it from our parents or we learnt
it on the internet because the school
really doesn’t do much to help us with
these types of topics.™

* https://www.belfastcity.govuk/documents/youth-forum/any-use-report



The recent “Any Use™ study in
Northern Ireland found that 77%

62% :
of young people thought a resort to friends

taught course as part of an °.”d 55?/° Use social \

existing subject or a special RﬁE media for mformo’rion on

curriculum progrannme was the sexand relationshi

best way to deliver RSE. : PS.
SR S N\ The Internet was the

Many schools are out of step with mMain source of /

the real world around us, without

information

safe, evidence-based guidance, for boys *

we are unable to protect young
people from inage-based
abuse, grooming and harm.

The abortion legislation was
brought in after an extensive 2
year inquiry in Northern Ireland by
the United Nations. The Secretary
of State for Nl and Department of
Education are duty-bound to
provide RSE based on the human

S AT  ua rights recommendations made
MESSAGES into law. They state,

ELLIOT

Allowing random strangers on
Google or TikTok to be our kids’
main educators on relationships
and sex, risks exposing them fo
misinformation, myths,and
many misconceptions.



ABORTION

Many of the scare tactics around
the new legal duty for science
and evidence-based RSE are
based on the abortion
information implications.

As abortion access advocates,
Alliance for Choice feel we need
to reassert that pro-choiceis the
majority view in NI. 72% believe it
is a woman's right to choose.*

Young people are not the only
people that need abortions, but
the first fime they encounter
abortion it shouldbeina
framework whereiit is included in
the wider spectrum of
reproductive health choices.

Teen pregnancies are
associated with poor social and
economic conditions and
prospects for women,
potentially compromising their
educational and economic
opportunities. **

Young people have specifically
outlined that they want RSE
content broadened to include
LGBT rights, personal
relationships, sexual rights
gender equality, abortion,
violence prevention, consent,
and more STl information.




* https://safelivesorguk/sites/default/files/resources/RSE_Report_2022_0.pdf



Responses!

Q1. The content of teaching and learning resources for Learning for Life
and Work developed by CCEA should be factual and contain age
appropriate, comprehensive and scientifically accurate education on
sexval and reproductive health and rights, covering prevention of
early pregnancy and access to abortion and these resources should
not advocate, or oppose, a particular view on the moral and ethical
considerations of abortion or contraception.

Al AGREE

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.
e Resources for Learning for Life and Work developed by CCEA
MUST be factual rather than only ‘should be’ factual, this
should not be consulted on, it is a legal obligation.

e Prevention of pregnancy and abortion choices should be
explicit and all statutory services should be signposted.

e Abortion does not belong in the controversial issues section
but in the RSE section in order to fulfil that they should “not
advocate, or oppose, a particular view on the moral and
ethical considerations of abortion or contraception”.

e Global best practice should be evidenced in all materials,
from organisations such as the UN WHO guidance, CEDAW
Guidance and UNCRC.

e When taught in other subjects, evidence-based RSE should
not be contradicted (eg: RE)

e Concerned that Churches are listed as stakeholders (give
evidence of Inst. abuse but also why churches can’t be
neutral on sex ed, LGBT, Abortion etc)



Responses!

Marriage, civil partnerships, all families need to be covered
rather than focusing on marriage only.

Children’s rights are notably absent - more on childrens’
reproductive, sexual and LGBT rights etc.

In short, attention to the full range of sexual health topics,
across grades, embedded in supportive school
environments and across subject areas, has the potential to
improve sexual, social, and emotional health, and academic
outcomes for young people.” *

Providing children and young people with adequate
knowledge about their rights, and what is and is not
acceptable behaviour, sexuality education makes them less
vulnerable to abuse. **

An outstanding issue of CEDAW is combating gender
stereotypes - these need addressed.

There is sound evidence that unequal gender norms begin
early in life, with harmful impacts on both males and
females. It is estimated that 18%, or almost 1in S girls
worldwide, have experienced child sexual abuse. **

Research shows, however, that education in small and large
groups can contribute to challenging and changing unequal
gender norms. Based on this, the UN’s international guidance
on sexvality education recommends teaching young people
about gender relations, gender equality and inequality, and
gender-based violence. **




Responses!

Q2. Parents/carers should be informed about the specific nature and
content of the age-appropriate, comprehensive and scientifically
accurate education on sexual and reproductive health and rights,

covering prevention of early pregnancy and access to abortion.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. A2. AGREE
e Misinformation campaigns to be addressed.

e RSE info should be relayed to parents and guardians but not
any differently to other subjects. We acknowledge parent-
specific additional resources may also be appropriate.

e Framing of consultation is focused on opting out - not how
can we deliver to as many children in best way possible
according to their rights and needs.

» Abusive families/parents are more likely to remove kids
most at risk from sexual/relationship violence in the home.
2/3 of children experience sexual or violent abuse from a
family member. *

e Abstinence cannot continue to be a recommended part of
the topics covered as it has no scientific basis. It is
considered to be a harmful teaching practice - it doesn’t
meet the minimum CEDAW and legal requirements - it is
highly stigmatising, and is used to exclude LGBT pupils. **

e What MUST be included already from previous
requirements? LGBT+ inclusions had been for 1S yrs - in
order to meet CEDAW minimum requirements it should not
include ‘Marriage and Abstinence’ but all types of healthy
relationships and safe sexual and non-sexual practices.



Responses!

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.

Question is based on the premise that RSE is corrupting,
whilst RSE is actually education for asserting a child's rights
and safety.

You cannot opt out of sex education & still teach or learn
quality relationship education, given that some
relationships are also sexual. RSE is at its best when
everyone avails of all of it.

When power dynamics between parent and child and risk of
violence, abuse or denial of rights come into play, it’s clear
the child’s rights are paramount.

Do parents even have a right to know? LGBT+ children have
a right to be safe, this is unequivocal. Telling parents a child's
sexual orientation or gender identity could make them
unsafe.

Children’s rights are being qualified - but shouldn’t be. Basic
misunderstanding of children’s rights & Article S.

Religious Education is only other subject can opt out of but
we have a right to be free FROM religion but not free from
sex education.



Responses!

Q4. Pupils and parents/carers should have access to an overview of
their school’'s RSE policy and planned RSE programme.

A4.Neither agree nor disagree

* Templeton M, Lohan M, Kelly C, Lundy L. A systematic review and qualitative synthesis of
adolescents' views of sexual readiness. J Adv Nurs 2017;73:1288-301.



ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE!

Here we urge you to describe any failings in RSE that you have
experienced. We also have some more information for you on
the last pages with linked resources.

Below we have also some additional points to consider, but it
would be great if this bit could be as individual and personalised
as possible.

The good mental health of LGBTQ+ young people depends on
their ability to access evidence-based information and peer
support, all of which must be part of RSE provision.

The vast majority of children who experience sexual abuse were
abused by someone they knew, (NSPCC 2021). Children need to
be able to identify grooming and abuse in order to seek safety
from a trusted adult, RSE is the best way to ensure this is
information is provided in a safe and age appropriate way as a
key form of prevention of sexual abuse and exploitation of
children.

The legislation requires that the implementation of RSE is
monitored. The Department must set out a clear plan of how
this monitoring will happen.



ANY USE REPORT:
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Adolescent health:

The Committee recornmends that the State
party:

(a) Ensure access for adolescent girls to age-
appropriate family planning services, affordable
contraceptives and safe abortion and post-
abortion care services, particularly in Northern
Ireland and the overseas territories, with a view
to ensuring that no adolescent girl has to travel
to other jurisdictions of the State party to
access reproductive health care;

(b) Integrate comprehensive, age-appropriate
and evidence-based education on sexual and
reproductive health into mandatory school
curricula at all levels of education and into
teacher training and ensure that it includes
education on sexval diversity, sexval and
reproductive health rights, responsible sexual
behaviour and violence prevention, without the
possibility for faith-based schools or parents to
opt out of such education;



https://wrda.net/wp-
con’rgfn’r/ uploads/2023/10/RSEConsultationQuestionsGuidetoRespondi
no.p

https://commonyouth.com/

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/statistics-
briefings/child-sexual-abuse

DOI:10.1136/bmjopen-2016-
014791.

DOI:10.3390/ijerph16040621.

https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?
handle=heinjournals/coljgl15&id=14&collection=journals&index=



